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A_FE FIGHTS RAIL CONSOLIDATION Opposition to the 

City of Fresno‘s 
bDlan to consolidate the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe 
in the S.P. right of way through Fresno has taken the 
form of a Santa Fe proposal to relocate its present 
ine on private right of way north of Tulare Street 
just east of Diana and Q streets already owned by the 
ailroad. The Santa Fe proposes four grade separations, 
but also suggests an elevated right of way between . 
ulare and Hammond Avenue. The grade separations are 
ongue in cheek since they would be made if city and 
btate matching funds are made available. This same 
riticism is available against the City's consolidation 
plan for the city has not obligated itself to pay for 
prade separations. Real objection to the plan on the 
bart of the Santa Fe is that the S.P.'s conditional 
Acceptance assumes that the Santa Fe will pay all costs 
pnd the resulting precedent which might force them to 
bay for grade separations in Stockton and Berkeley. 

The Santa Fe has been giving civic groups tours of 
heir line on a flat car special made up of three flat 
ars equipped with seats and a public address system. 

t has also published a booklet attacking the rail con- 
bolidation as "too costly, too uncertain ami too re- 
hot e'', 

EDITORIAL: The Fresno fight points up the fact 

that grade separations are nice if 

you can get them, but there is always the quest- 

ion of who is going to pay for them? - FAG 
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OAKLAND TERMINAL GETS UNION STREET FRANCHISE The long 
sought 

Oakland track connection between the Western Pacific 
and the Sacramento Northern will soon become a reality 
with the granting recently of the franchise to the con- 
struct a line on Union Street to connect the W.P. with 
the Oakland Terminal trackage on 12th Street. 

The forcast is that this will mean the end of the 
Sacramento Northern line on 40th Street perhaps as far 
east as Lafayette. 


S.N. ENDS ELECTRIC NORTH OF FERRY £Electric operation: 
on the Sacramento 
Northern north of the ferry have ended and the wires 
between Chipps and “iverview are being torn down. The 
Lisbon trestle is being rebuilt and will not be elect- 
rified. Informed sorces advise that electric operation 
in and around Sacramento including the Holland branch 
will be abandoned about the time the Lisbon trestle is @ 
opened for service. Work is almost completed for the 
diversion of the S.N. trains over the W.P. American 
RPver bridge just north of Sacramento. . 
METRO COACH MOVES TO ABANDON RAILS = The former Pacific 
Hlectric passengel 
routes taken over by Metro Coach are facing abandonment 
The Senta Monica Air Line was cut back to the City Limi 
on 9/30 and one round trip is made by a (atts trailer 
out to llth Avenue. Hesrings have already been held by 
the City of Los Angeles on the abandonment of Hollywood 
Blvd. line--the mayor being quoted as being opposed on 
the grounds that the busses creat "smog". The company 
reportedly will transfer the 5050's to the Long Beach, 
Bellflower and San Pedro lines to replace the big cars 
after the Hollywood line goes. Limiteds on the Glen- 
dale line have been withdrawn snd Haugh will soon prove 
just how"bad"rail service can be, 
S.F. SELLS 3 CABLE CARS Three cable cars wrecked in 
auto collisions have been sold 
by the Municipal Railway one for an office and two for 
a children's summer camp. During the recent election 
Union car men refused to operate work car 0930 which 
had been fixed up as a moving bill board in favor of 
proposition A opposed by the carmen. We had the two 
transit propositions reversed in #1 68-- we overstamped 
issues going to San Frenciwco subscribers, 
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Nov. 15 the Central Coast-Stockton Terminal & East- 
pm excursion using engine #3 and a W.P. steel coach. 


jrite: Merle Fagundes, 2009 Johnston, San Jose, Calif. 


Dec. 6 So. Cal. ERA-Los Angeles Transit tour in PCC 
ar 8, 9, 5, Wand Vilines. $4.00. Write: Lazear 
srael, 7917 Maitland, Inglewood 4, Calif. 

COMING: BAERA Sacramento Northern trip to Sacrame- 
nto on opening of Lisbon Trestle. Joint railfan trip 
bver the Southern Pacific narrow gauge (diesel expected 
nfter lst of year, but one steam to be retained). Pac 
RR Society trip in Jan. to Bakersfield, — 

RAILFAN STREET CARS etc. Bay Area Electric and R&LHS 

are preparing to move their 
ars now at Oakland Terminal. Birney 62 was moved to 
Oth & Shafter on 10/31. Bamberger trailer 400 is now 
nt the Santa Fe roundhouse at Richmond and SL& obser- 
vation 702 is expected to be moved there also. 

So. Sal. ERA's Los Angeles Transit 1160 is now at 
avel Tovm. They report that the R&LHS plans an opex- 
sting display using narrow gauge equipment from Oaltu Ry 
pnd Oahu Sugar Co. 

The San Francisco Branch of Railroadians of America 
has issued its 1954 Railroad Calendar which features 
he Overfair Railway (the 19" gauge railroad at the 1915 
anama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco). Well worth 
bDOg--Write: Paul Darrell, 1500 Chanslor, Richmond, Cal. 
VISALIA ELECTRIC TO ABANDON BRANCH The ICC has author- 

ized the Visalia 
ectric to abandon its Fayette-El Mirador line. This 
vas once a part of its line to Strathmore, 
SILVA VISTA" BURNING ACCIDENTAL The destruction of the 
narrow gauge observ- 
ption "Silver Vista" was incidental to a fire of undet- 
bprmined origin that destoryed the D&RGW carshop build- 
ng at Alamosa. No other narrow gauge equipment was 
lamaged . 

A number of schemes for saving parts of the D&RGW 
harrow gauge are being promoted, including one to sell 
bnough spikes to railfans to finance the deal. No 
vell-known railfans are connected with any of the deals 
50-far brought to this paper's attention. Best advise 
0 date---'Save your money." 
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LaTE NEWS 
Both A & B fail to get 2/2 necessary 


in S.F. transit vote. A failed 92,488 TRAUI RTA 
yes to 97893 no. B got 95003 yes to - Sie 
; FAST ENGINEE 
 *% UNIVERSITY 
N.W.P. 181 and 182 now in service on ane ws 


S.P. out of Tracy. 
Pacific Lumber to reopen Yrerrott 

Creek lumber line. Have purchased 

Dolbeer & Carson #5 (ex-MT&MW #9) 

from scrapper for railroad display 

at Scotia. 
Santa Maria Valley #1000, 2-8-2, 

ex-Hetch Hetchy #+ donated to Travel 

Town. 





